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Mailbag

Editor's note: As the Newsletter
Formerly Known as AWA has yet to
receive any actual correspondence,
this special “Welcome to Guinea” .
Mailbag mecessarilyfeatures excerpls |
from some of the staff’s: personal i
¥ correspondence. ' | s 5|
g |

]
d s i Ha

abaiet anything, ; Add your Jetter to those below. |
rrneinbering da paoe when you are fimishat; | -
Letlers maybe, edited for lemgrh, churify and L
style, or they may be ignoved altdgether, —
Thank you for writing.

Plense feel free to let us know how you feel Jf

M. Johnaan—

iy |

Do they celebrate ﬂhrﬁ_ﬁiﬂ or

Kwanzaa ar both where you are? One thing for

cortain, it is not going to be a white Christmas I
in West Africa. That is, except for you, my

burdened, missionary fdend. For what it g

worth coming from a Jew 10 a Peace

hipple-type in some God-forsaken jungle, merry
Christmas. This time of year ahways makes me
B think about the life of Jesus. In aet especially,
why do 'we only see Christ s a Imblm as an
adult? What was the adolescence of Jesus likel

i AWA |
with Much Time on

The Mewsletier Fiﬂh'lll.:'lr Kn
Thair l_mliljl' [~ 8

Edilar-in-Chlel Perry While
President John Cackiohatan of the Prove, Utsh,

Cockiohsions

Skaters Tony Hawk and Steve Cabellere
Hurﬂln e Joe Torme
Asslstani lm-ﬁ.l; Editar Faxwarthy
Ediiar-at-Large c

Terrorist-at-Large Lamen FKhallfa Fhimah
Editar-ai-Small Broaks

Ed fiar-at=Small-Small james Bucher

Contributing Edilors Josh Johnson, Ann ingraham,
Jesamy Martin . Shanda Seeimer, MMike
Memee, Tina Carand, Monica Miller :
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Ciand kry, Guilnea

Makeup for Mr. Kiler Palitely DiecBned

Fashion Ceondinaier Cary .
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ﬂﬂl%ﬂl
Kay l'f: Peter Falk
Low Dewn Bastard Brian McEenna
Fotit Duo-oun
i Petit Ya'Ya
apagement Consultant Smith
£ onsultant agemgnt Jones
wuiling Firm Marwick

Snacks TheWobkie L i
Musical Score Ennio Moericone, Henry Macind,
Enn.nr Elllman, wh '

i

spensershlp World Wise Pants

£l wal I.Eylln'wl-lumln M ar Amerlean] I .1

T Imagine it helng similar tn St .tugu'nl-ﬁﬂ" * ]'

except more sell-conscinus - like fohn Updike
el 5.5 Lewis in Gabriel Garcia-hMarquez’s
old neighbarhood,

. I've been thinking & lot about the Wesl
Afriean postal. system. "1 Gl l#i-&z. to
TREmivE. any -l:npi'lln._'lull.? that have
teceived any of my letters. Are }ﬁ ding
this letter? Do you know | have a job? Do you
know I'm. in love? Do you still think of me
when you isten 16 Leonard Cohen? How
typically mtle of me 1o think of you in lerms of
e Lo

In your last letter you menlioned
somethin, about lesson plans! ‘'What aboul
tgers? P*ise give mea “10-407 good buddy.

Merry I"wanzaa,
Rob - |

I;r'

|

ordinance,
ar
p-ceAa

) each volunteer is “required to submit one (1) piece of

osh Johnson's

bak in the office. According to Article Four, Section
Paragraph 13 of the new Peace Corps-Guinea charter

more information and a free “Welcome to Guinea®
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 with said

pletion of other COS

by the application of a wel ratfan cane

typed and saved onthe .

'room of leftin |

u ean fucking believe to the buttocks of

rl!m..nu other coptributions to The Mews.. =
Formerly Known As AWA can be
newsletter disk in the aépu:r
“who remainin

ng to the volurteer magazine within their two years of

service, Failure to doso will result in delays in the receiving of

formalities,
as speeds

C
W

. re-adjustment allowances and the com

. Cuﬁ'ﬁpﬂ

Mi Jash _
. | have writién you “twice since you
\ moved to Conakry, which | thought was

“Conalry” - from your Tucking writing. et a
' .'?FF"- | want an old male that dbess'y

. 1alk ton ruach, but ofiers ugt.lih"h! whpnewer |
bt his beak. A grey one sounds good.
We'll calf him Porider. || muél andeniit wiriting, Lo

| Maitbag “coninsed on P23 7
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Special “Welcare to Guinéa

Cilligan's Island : Punishment for the Soul

-

Iit Crit!

By Jeremy Eggleton

The plot and situational structures of
“Gilligan"s Tstand™ and The Tempesi-exhibit
many obvious parallels, but a closer critical
examination of the bwo -- lpeking specifically
at Gl in the light cast by Shakespeare's
masterpiece - will help us betler o understand
the thematic complexities of the former,

It is obyvious The Tempesi served as
inspiration for the television show, baoth
generally anmd with regards to specific
episodes. Compare, for instance, Ferdinand's
log arranging and Miranda’s mik of setting
them ablaze [ Act 11, scene i) with the G
episode where the castaways iry to spell
“Help™ with burning logs 1o signal a passing
spaceship {to no avail - Gilligan fucks itup).

These are similar charackers in a
similar situation: Trying to get offan
uncharied desert isle and back 10
Milan/Honolulu -- places where the
characters were once greatly honored and
respecled. As such, we see the (acets of

spern’s character (sorcerer and nobleman in

« ) borne by two characters in the silcom:-

air. Howell, whose financial emipire is bt a
memaory, and the ‘professor, by whose
viwchinations the castaways presume

~oniylly 10 lwve the isiand &

Gilligan vacatioming with the author in Mali

Mirandn, as the only woman on Lhe
island, is split on the TV show into the three
allernative Hprl:-}:ntal:iﬂns ol Woman, or Lhe
Feminine, We see the mﬂ:r}lmlu.' Mis. Howell,
the Ur-Lovey, il you will, in Miranda’s
memory search for any vislon of the life she
oee KrEws

Tis lar ofl,

_and ragler fike & dream than an azsurance

gt my remembrance wartant. Had T hel Four,

o Five, woenen that once endid me?

Ba, in the webevision show, there is this
slightly Incestuous link to the play: Mirancda is
Mrospero’s daughter, but at least one facet o
hericharaciér represents the cunjugal link wilh
his lost nobility, She is at once daughter and
"Liwey” 1o Prospero’s Mr. Howell. It is a
sinister and subversive undercurrent o whal, &l
first glance, appears Lo be conventlonal NMull.
Miranda’'s. wirginity, like that of all
Shakespeare's “available™ young woman, is
assured lale in the play when Prospero wams
Ferdinand against "breaking her virgln knot.”
The Mary Anne parallel is thus dssured,
sirengihened by her selllyssniss in pleading
Ferslimamd o let e bear s burden,

I wom weidl et i ehoawm
M Lsar yuur b e wrhalee ey grvw mie tha

VI s o puae 8



(Conbinuad from page- 2

Ginger's seductress completes the | Ty
primordial feminine triad of Crone, Sister, | Like the skipper, he is powerless 0 =
Wihure, which Miranda, in all her splendot, affect his situation for better or worse, and can
represents, Recall twa-hour CBS only hope that when the walers finally recede
special, “Escape [ﬁm%::ﬂ' the he ﬂn‘nhﬂ: high and dry. _
castaways’ arrival in & Hawail Of course, the most telling character
caught in the throes of sexual revolution. For ‘parallel between the TV show and the p is
Ginger it is the reflowering of har sexual bush, berween Gilligan and Caliban. They are
so to speak. She I3 reawakened, alive — It Is Man, Man, the Cro-Magnons. On
|prirqlgam:fheum#lﬂ_ﬂuihw the surface, Caliban is perhaps of a sharper
isolation, Compare this with Miranda’s . -~ 1ongue and a more vindictive nature, but they
exclamation upon contemplating just such &5 © both represent the badly or und
reentry into the fecund world of quattrocento. intellect. They are the subhumans, They are
Italy with its intrigues and passions: #o X incapable of mixing in human soclely -

. inderior and therefore jealous. In an exchange |
mﬂm._?ﬂ o st the end of the play Alonzo and
How beacrous mankind lal O brtve new world could easily be discussing A certain red
That has such people in'l first maie:

The :hun:tu'-:luhl l-'ﬁ:rlf Is, ting i ; |
despite the obvious nok Prospere: Ha s as di in his manners
shipmaster whose “Doatswain!” jars . Axinhisshape.
audience into electeified attention o start the
plny. Rather he fepresents the multitude of
individuals who advance and recede with the Thematically, there are several
b and flow of events during the story: interesting concurrences. -The play can help
alonzo, Ferdinand, Sebastian, Adrian, illuminate the truly powefful dilemrma of
rancisco and, of course, the "honest old crirve and punishment, good and evil, liberty

. | councilor” Gonzalo. Like them, the skipper and imprisonment, which In fact lie behind the
nuver guides avents, but he also rarely suffers TV show's airy exterior and with which its
their consequences, In his Act Five plea for characters must wrestle.
clemency from whilever ruinous force has Take for instance Gilligan's bumbling.
stranded them on the island, Gonzalo exclaims: If at first It seems a series of zany coincidences

wg,mmmm
ﬂ:ﬂuhﬂ Some heavenky power guide s

FATJE (8}
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Top Ten Signs You're a Bad Teacher

10
B,
]

g

- s

Infrequent arrivals at school greeted by colleagues jeering, “Hey, here comes gin-boy!™
APCD comes to observe your classes, has to show yeu where school is.

Yesterday wasn't the first time you tried to [llustrate "wolume” to your math class
Eli;h I-:ﬂllﬁﬂn “Let's see how many students we can (it in my pants.”

Valuable letson-planning time dedicated 10 writing stupid top ten lists.

Class rule nurmber one: Mo shirt, no shoes... no problem:

" You have a dream that you're asleep having a dream that you're asleep having a

dream that you're asleep dresming of not being ready for class, and then you walke up
and you're not ready for class but if’s only a dream, and you wake up and you're Aot

far elass bul ii's onl nd ke )
mﬁm!tpu?mul. mmi::m; you wike up and you're not ready for class.

Cﬂnmnlx bathered by pesky pravIRewr irying 1o put an end ia yr infematianal
Students ufﬁ?%ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂfﬁ?ﬁﬂ“ﬁm,.ﬁ



Al wacky errurs thal s.nbumqnf[me professur's .
wiforts to get the castaways off the island, a
closer look at the play reveals the hidden
malice impliclt In these actions. Caliban’s
hatred for Prospero, and the concomitant
Freudian assumptions one can draw from that,
do a great deal to illuminate Gilligan's
relationship o the professor. Caliban would
kill Prospero, because-he is suthoritsrianism
and protection, loved and despided, father and
oppressor. “A sexual dynamié éxists Insofar as
the passionate emotions of hate and fove often
commingle ‘with the sex .lﬂ-'l:‘_.?%ﬁmﬂru_
Gilligan’s hidden (concealed even from
hirmsell) desire for the professor leads h;m:l .
an unwitting rampage  to; undesming ali the
pmrumr‘:n'nlﬂmu to liberate the group from
their palm-fronded prison. He, on some level,
does not want them to escape. He wants the L
professor for himsell for all eternity, just as
Caliban, through the murder of Frospero,
would *possess hie for@ie, =0 w0 TaRREs

In Act Three, the spirit Arlel levels
scathing charges agalnst the castaways. Ariel
is the spiritual “embodiment” of the invisible
forces which move events on Oiffigin’s Taknd
and which, in some fashion, thé proféssor Is

trying to hammess as Pr controls Arel. In
t?:h%nl mﬂndh’ird%ﬁﬁg. Ariel hisses:

You are_men of sin, whom Destiny,

. That hath o instrumant this lower world
And what I in"y, the never-surfeited sea
Hath eaws’d nhddumﬁ'mmmulﬂmd
Where man doth not = you ‘mongst men
Being mosk undit & live

But remerniber

that' business o that you three
E:m bﬂl::id Ilqlp-l:nllrcﬂm_ :
Exposed unto the ssa {which has m&u&
'I'I'npuw"mud-h in - ].MH!' ke
Incens'd Hf_ll's'“":’ nnrn—":'nF-II thee crea bures,
Apsingl your pesce.

3% K Teaalks

This is a powerful indictment of
Antonio, who deposed his brother from his
throne in Milan and sent him lo founder &t sea
in an unsafe boat. As In many of Shakespeare's

]
-

il o0 w5

{18 Speak in French I
:- Remind them of 1944
A Remind them of 1917
A Spell “pernod™ with p “t* ——
P &ti’hb"_imdﬂvﬁﬁmmﬂq. :
tly election. Lose t.

Call .
. . - - TR
Tt e Qusbec s just like the USA

==

' aepill <o rerld egod 1

Top Ten Ways to Annoy French People

" natural ordes. '

‘repeabed, ‘n ‘nightmare felives

eaipld balin t il 1y ot

While Vacationing In Paris

plavs, the theme of power gained through
scandal or intrigoe — particulady the mﬁ)
by H‘ﬂ i o

of & trome — i$ punished -
course, springs 1o mind, but alsg Lear »--
maneuvered from the throne by his il

wiles -- and Caesar. The characters In The |

“_T'r_r_npu! are siranded on this deserl isle a)f 00

far thelr crime. Eous against the [ o

T
. Considering this, the stranding-of the .
cagtaways on their desert lsle assumes & new | °°
significance. They are being punishéd. T
end up on the island due to Gilligan's rem ;
and ‘disposal of the $hip's compass. The |
Minnow is as directionless as the ship of siate
whose head hag been re by foces oc

“sublerfuge. But this is only a supsficlal

' nsider that Gilligan and company :
are on a tropical island « & place of ample'l 3107
fruit, muts, meats of all kind, fish, thowsandsof - | U1
useful palm trees. There are lagoons with coral
reefs which embarrass man's capacity 1o create
beauty: volcanoes, crashing surl, fresh water: ©
for drinking and hot springs for balling. Tt 1s
truly paradise. It is an Island “where man
doth not inhabit,* where he Is “unifit® i Tive,
in the words of Ariel, 1t is an Eden which man,
tninted by I Sin, cannof Inhablt, '
The crimé for which Cilligan and his . ..
friends are being punished Is, in fact, the Fall.
Man_leit the Garden, by his own cheice,
through hls Gwn ~ but all e human
- desires and ambitions. Gilligan and his
{riends have been sent back to be reminted, as |
punishment, of what man has left behind in
rash and ill-considered ‘decisiony il is7an 1”
imprisoament i a paradise af which’ ‘f-.!;.:.

"crime.”, adding . o the many-layesed | s
significance of the TV show; It speaks 1o a 1k
much ard THOTY FFES3 hoa, ln ki

never be a part. ‘It is & peirible purdshment

be forced to walch: the endless pllempt 1o, L. .0

leave paradisel 1t 15 2 'mista m‘ﬁﬁq o
again apd.

again, a Sysiphean toriure that the luuil;_i: \

these wrelches — and the soul, an throu

thiern :r:'h:'hrud Io endure f&@mﬁm, most

teerible, ¢rime, | Gllligan's Island i id '.lﬂmlr+'-1“1

punishment of the soul, Hell's most exquisite -
and.ironic penance. ¢ L1 o7 —

Wear a beret, roll a cigarette, inquire after the pernot, and ask il “Hemingway frequented this cale”.

Shave thelr backss- oh wal, that's how to annoy Franch poodies H
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Special“Welcame to Guinea” Frée . -
Fnglish Lesson! Ve o

Th-lmﬂnﬂmm'{ﬂrmlmh;rﬂmmhuh#m:ﬂwumrmlhﬁlﬂwnrﬂﬂﬂ- Seting goals
can be cne of the ioughest tiings shout being a new volomeer. 'Why not belp thom out by seiting goals for them? The bigher they
are the beier, 50 8 bit of embellishment may be in order, hﬁmnﬁummm-ﬂ*mmnﬂﬂmﬂ

They will ke to i like cockreaches 0 o latrine, This has been laid cul &8 & supplement 1o MOBEL. You may want i insert il i

place of one of your least favourite readings. It can be acapied to any level 3o you'll always be able o leave & linde legacy for the
incoming volumicer, mmm.mmmmmﬂmhmmﬂumumwmmm
cover Use material for the BACC. And of course, the central idea lsn't TEFL or education project specific. If you are a departing

health voluniser, why not organize a community group with a coliective memory af your accomplishments? -

Unlt 777
Summary: smuﬂﬁunmmmﬂrmmm'lmﬂiﬂmmmmﬂ
Language: Elm:tu'u; learned, hyperbole, bald-faced lles

“Fresentaton: ng o £ accomplishmenis g
. 1

14 1 Tl
1. Write this dialogue on the board. (Clearly It will nesd 10 be adapted for classes younger than Terminale-
although my 12™€ kids handled |t fine since I'm hﬂ_.'llh.nl.] . .

T |

Alpha: Hi, Binta. You appear morose. s it becaiie Mr. Kifer has left?
Binta: Yer He war a saint. He was a fully hu;mrf.dl!un ?;nlr commanity and a fabulous ieacher to bool,
Alpha: [ know. He spoke fluent Su-sia. Malinke, and Pular, rihér, everyone in my class passed the BACC

with flying colors as a result of his incomparable pedagogy and lireless carion. :
Dimnu: L:hnt;ﬂlrhﬁmn impaortani susiainable contributian 16 our humble commimnity was the madern Kospiral

L.

Alpha: I disagree. T think the high schoollibrars/community center he constructed was utterly phengmenal.
tima: Be thar as it may, no one could replace him. '

Alpha: Damn straight.

2. Ask 1 series of questions to check for comprehension,
Eg.  Why did these smdents love me 50 much?

Pre-Task Hﬁwmmwmﬂntﬂtmmwnrmwmlmwdnm
1. Pul a series of categories on the board.
Eg. Mu%q’ﬁﬁm Construction projects, Gifts | would like to receive, Acts of greal
kindness, characier Iroitf..
2. Students brainstorm words of phrases that [l the calcgosies. .
E.p. Gifir | would like 1o receive: candy, a bicycle, a car, money, school supplies, o visa, a new
honse..,.
Class Task Writing leners 10 the new voluniger

L. wrlunnmphiﬂnmﬂmhuud%bmmhmh:ﬂum. The students 111 in

o W m-m:: 1 . a5 Id 1eacher He/She adapied
el /ag'my o .
o o and = fluently. Everyone in our lown loved
and

‘:;-mnurmllmhuuudlmh ¥
'ﬂl‘ﬂ.ﬂhﬂ'. She/He always gave all the studenis and children . The American

Ambassador and the President came 1o town 10 Insugurate the _________ she/he built. Hefshe said that the next
volunteer would know how 10 get us all visas 10 visit the United States. | hope that yous Ume here will be as

wonderful for us as hishers. | r alledy Fa— o
! sl Sincerely,

2. Collect the lefters and send them 1o Conakry for the Incoming volunieer.

‘n smpe it was ofien difficalt 1o develop creative Applications for practice school lessons. Luckily this lesson Jends iuseil
ival. He or ohe ibogld ba

Tk ; -
c=odly 10 real life situations. Emphasize 10 your stadents thal a new wolumieer may be very Jenely upan am
wivitnl wften andt foe exienten D Sops ol ilin i noieia o S0 H Mumwuhmmmhmﬁﬂm

e 1 i Pl R Sccomplishments.
5
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| Special “WelSoreste Grinea” HiArricie!.
. | f '_. .- "III:.:L in general, 111-:,-:,:!5;1 i 'I-H' :I;;,',ri..';;a;a Vi

- nmericans as kind o Yulgad. *1 guess'whun T
- juiped the Pegoe Corps | krew it I peE™

By Joshua Jehnson i 35y challenge,” ?..M oA wmf i 4 i
PARIS -- SaralN Campbeii dogsn'tjogk - o[+ 1 | The Peagel! Corps,oa vvolunbeer®

like a forelgner. Sitting on a plastic chalr In g

prganization that amractd thousands unig "
the sun at the bustling skdewalk cafe she calls e ﬁ)‘tﬂlﬂn! sack H: ::LM Yl mn::: e 11
o a passing wailer in flawless French: “On a y 8%

' e i x _fr.nr!q secondary edugation io health care, has
quelles bigres en prassion?’ . What sarf fberts) 7T (0 9 - heen sending volunters sround the world since

do you have on tap? The waiter speaks 1941, The prganization has been in Francd since
rapidly, a long list of -imporied beers. BT AN when ﬂﬂn-l"ﬁlh‘i;ﬁljim T R
Campbell orders quickly and he disappears... | | .inA45 trainees in § special &:a;me'uﬁ' the

“It took me a while 10 be able td do T T mlle House lawri™0 123 ¢ 5 b B
that,” she says. “At first, as soon as | ppened ! !| The Peace Corps was expelled from the
my mouth they krm:- | was ""."ﬂ“"’-;“d" wgoapiry during &' !l?ﬁ"w-llh [:hl'" Rehphm
wat like "!“‘!l" wouldn't even ﬂ""“t“‘“"'— Administration, shibly afer (k#1981 Us,

I's summer n Paris, the time of year bumbing raid on Litya. 1 started prograins

when locals here flee to the countryside or the
ropst in an effort o avoid the annual trans-
Atlantic tide of wurists. But Campbell, 26, is
o gawking visitor. She’s an American Peace
Cutrps volunicer living and working in, the
capital of France, 2 counliry in Weplern Europe
about the size of Texas. '

After, 10 weeks of tralning, in
neighboring Switzerland, Camphell spent twa
years in the Bordeaux region of France, working
with small-scale wine producers o create more
clficiont grape-growing systems. 1

She admits |l was a challenge. “The
French have been making wing for cenl iriws.
They didn’t feel they feaded any I1|.1.|:.",.Iﬂu_|.
she perseversd, “Liarging the hocal, rmu.:# :
was a big helpl. Afer | could get by e 01y, k),
in French 1 got a ol more respect. 11 mally,
strenpthened my credibility.”

Campbell is one of a few volunieers
who asked 1o $tay in France for a third year.
Many volunieers whi extend thiir service are
placed with private organizations basex! b
larger cities. Campbell was assigned 1o Euro-
Disney. Her duties include improving Disney
awareness on the Continent, whare European
apathy has proved an embarassment to the

again in 1% ountry ever

slnce.

04 and had been in' the

Ameérican family enteriainmenl glanl

"It's dillicult,” shesays) " Eurapeans -
the French in particular = dun’t really
urderstand Disney. Theey think it's all sort o
silly. And | really try o understand their
indiffgrence. | mean - the Magle Kingdom,
fhere are already lots of castles in Frange.”

She pointed across the Doulevard 51
Michel o a brightly-colored  bilibaard
depicting a pakesd mon amd woman bnoa Garmal

ey ol daveigemen b Bk P

- e i

=
]
X
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1
3,
|
4
L

L

ii
ITY Campbedl nelaning it e ]u-r:.‘h‘-.nI,ihr.'-r:r'.J'--:'n-rl.-.u'l.:l.-l ral Le



E I:-mﬁm' m m:s

A i ol ru*I'l['!h' rhnn;'_hl: W owwats sord anr
wigrd, sending volunieers o France,” said
Alistair Fox, the first Pesce Corps direcior for
France. “A lot of Carter critica thought he was
duing it just so hls mom would get & cushy
assignment.”

Ironically, perhaps, Carler's mother,
then B3, was sent to India, where she toiled in
a madical center on the Aslan suboontinent,

The critlclsm hasn't abated owver the
years, "What tha hell is the Peace Corps
doing in France?™ said US. Senate Foreign
Relations committee chairman and freguent
foreign aid critic Jesse Helms, R-MN.C. “It"s bad
enough we're paying for our youngsters o go
waste time in Alrica. Wearing sandals and
thosa shirts, playing guitar. Now we've got

them In Paris. We didn’t do enough for that
country in World War Two?”

George Armstrong, current director of
Peace Corps France, admits that the Idea of
volunieers in France isn't an easy one o get used

.
“Let’s face i, the French can already

do a lot of things for themselves,” he said,
adding that his country oflers none of the ugual
Meace Corps education and health programs.
*Citizens of this country are no mun%m to
bouk leaming. Alfter the ltalians, the

[1.nl ﬂnnﬂwdnﬂmhmh ":I'-kﬂ
theeght that ended the Da . | meean,
J-I:mrF'::nrr-:-l' -~ that sounds like a French woird

b mg!
*[ think their biggest problem, though,
is thelr insistance on remaining 0, you knuw,
Fromel. ik Dositw first-year student

Alnin mps, & fi r
at Rene Descartes College in Paris, remembers
the first foreigner he ever mat, a Meace
vilunteer stationed In his small home town
south of France. It was an important influence,
he says, adding that since then he has
watched himsell become more accepting of
American values.

“1 abways loved Jerry Lewis, but until |
met Mr. Steve all | really thought aboul was
bicycle and footba - 1 mean, soccer,” he
gakd in English. "Tdnw'[‘mpnurlnmwm
The Baltimore Ravens, they rule man'"{

Special “Welcame to Guinea® Mailbag!

CoNTINUED FRem PAGE 1

voou sometimes fedls sort of like writing a
message in a bottle and dropping it in Gull
Lake. Remember when you stayed at our lake
house up there? You always went and took a
shit when it was time 0 do the dishes. My
om hypothesized that it was because your
culon was really small and you could only hold
v gl at 8 time. Bt it was because you don't -

like to do dishes.
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#ret’s face it, -
the French can
already do a lot

of things for
themselves...Il

mean Renaissance

-- that sounds |
like a French word
&o mel” _
-George Armstrong,
director, Peace
Corps France.

Dear Josh,

Right now I'y Saturday and 1'am st

. work again. Bud I'm net working: | am plaging,

~Whks place i an adult oy store, wtally loaded

wilh computer gadgetry. Right now | have'

- opened two Web browsers and am watching live
. video shots of Bourbon Stréet on one, and a'
. 1-.p'.|m'rrrl [eedér on the other. Needless o say, |
| 1 the Bowrbun Street one is far more exclti Ttis, !
4 p.m. In Singapore, so that makes Jlﬂg'-"i.iﬂn.1
there, and the place Is packed with people

who look very fucked up and dmpmm.uglp

cars are going by. The camera is placed at the
imigrsection of Dourbon and St Deter Sireiels

Aght outside the “Cal's Megw.” The squirrel
carm ks in a tree,

Ruszell

Hi Josh

ﬁ I think this is the firsl letter 1 have

: min 40 years. So bear with me, First let'

me sy how proud 1 am of you for doing this

assignment. Il more people would get some
in guperience with other les of the

warkd maybe things would run & litle

smpnther. My life on the ranch is quite dull sa |
huce very litile news to pass on, | hape this
finds you well and thal you are enjoying your
sy,

o0} Bt Luck,
Lingly Rawny Ly At y £
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on being a Lazy[hildlei$ Husbandless Freak

In my village, Kanlarande, women's
roles are 8o conlining they make Viclorlan
Amarican socialy look liberatad. Women
work all day laking care ol the children,
preparing rice, and genarally keeping the
house or hut and family together (as often is
the case all over the world, only in America
there's microwaves and jobs oulside the
home). There are iwo midwives, The
Exclsor, The Blue Gum Tattooer, fish
smokers, clay pol makers, traditional
heslers, lots of market ladies, but aimost all
women are, first and foramost, childbearar
and caretaker, food preparer, and wile. |
nat only am nona of thess, | happen o be the
only while American within my sous-
prelecture (besides the missionaries on a
faraway island thal I've nevaer seen). So as
much as | kiss babies and sulier Ihe
consaquances ol holding diaperiess Inlanis
and gently stull rice Inlo their scanlily
foothed mouths and coo and scold loddlers and
shuflla them out of my hul and keep babies
from eating rocks and dirl and rip panis and
bulton shirts and tickla---I'm not a
mothar, I'm nol a wile, and lal's lace il--
Jm a freak.

And | can'l really lalk about it
because my Soso s thal of & rich child. | can
buy everything al the market in Soso, bul
ask me 1o describe how | leal and I'm like
my boyfriend when | ask him, "Tell me what
youre thinking?® The blank ook, the
confusion, are all there and | jusl pul my
head In my hands and cry invisible silent
tears, | waich as my head explodes and lhen
piece together the jagged, slippery, bony

piecas.

Sometimas | pralend ko be a Guinaan
mather, | sirap a baby lo my back and swing
my hips and pound rice [lor a minute until
my hands bleed) and furiously scrub my
clothes on the washboard, bul afer awhile
I'm bored and i all seems silly and | have no
husband to leed. 5o | sit and wonder whal to
do with mysell---the |azy, childlass,
husbandiess freak. [l look around and see 8
big group ol women in bright, flowing,
colorful clothes. They're always laughing
and falking bolslerously. They're always
animated and adamant speaking in Sogo. II's
all so important and | understand as many
words as 8 well irained dog. "Blah blah biah

onay blah blah Fatou blah blah blah

::?-mnm ;:ad blah blah blah blah biah hair

hiah blah black testh blah blah Hllhll‘l'll'ﬂ'lﬂﬂ-r

Kella biah Blgh.® |l goss on and Im.h :

they ba Luuqh'-nf and braiding sach oihers
T

T R, T, AR

Welcome, to Guinea”  meeay
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_CAKE!" from the CD player

by dn lngrokam

hair is o6 slippary to braid and | can't cook
snd my Soso is stlled and limited. So | sit
and smile for awhila, maybe put some Maggl

in the sauce or hold a baby.
Sometimes | leel Fke an uninviled

il &t & junior high slumber party thal is
E:ﬂ-llllﬂd because your mom sakd to be nice,
Briafly she's a conversalion plece. Sha's gol
on weird shoes or some brand rom K-man
or something equally appalling. But,
gventually the group grows bored with the
mockery and goes back lo making prank
calls,

It would be easier lo disregard my
ireaky status if | could just delve into my
work, Mayba shul mysell in an office with &
computer, bul ml m.;a ﬁlhlﬂlil::‘nﬁ
Peace Corps al My B
flowing thing I'm to creale and mold like
glay - provided by my 'village. - Bul.
somalimes they provide me no material and
sometimes there's no malerial to provide
and somelimes | donl want lo buy the clay

mysell. So | it and wail jor the next lump -

to ba thrown my way lor me o cbserve and
help handle and shape and fira and hope il
won't crack and explode in the oven.

So, somelimes I'm just “"hanging E
You know, bonding with the villagers

oul.”
and | feel all the women looking at me
queerly. Otlher limes | feel lhe epilome ol
70's women's liberation—-a single woman

lorging her way alone in 8 hoslile universs, |

braless, my sandals llapping delarminadly
forward through the tall grass, my long
natural hair Nowing in the sea m-:h:-':i
sirelch out my arms and my voice

more beautiful than Barbara Sirelsand’s and
| sing “The Woman In The Moon." Then |
realize iU's 1887, the end of the

__milennium, and I'm living in a village

whare lemale liberalion means lelling your
wila choose whal sauce she wanis lo prepare
and | leel like a man il | wear pants and
nobody’s read & book by Gloria Slemem of

* gny book lor that matter, or even & &treel

sign, lel amlone driven a car wilh 'Ih-l
windows down and Courtney Love yelling, *|
WANT TO BE THE GIRL WITH THE MOST
Thase - are dliinlll dividing
walls, . wilh cracks. As happily Independent
and single as | am, | can't help loving babiles.
Okay, puke. And | leel lolt out with all the
woman [launting their lactating II'"':'.“'
i ' [y And thean having Whal
N 55T i oy ey 18 o B

""iden of playing God Eur:h EFE-EL w
m[ E K you and
"suck vou." *You're yummy,” | SOUIC g0 G0,

By g e o
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* but Il spare you. Il is a powerlul feoling
Like you are capable ol salishying lhem or
pulting them o bed without supper. Bul,
irs all quite figurative. They'll live without
you, H you give them the boot, theyll buy a
pizza and a 8-pack ol Bud and walch the
Tyson match and be fine fomorrow. Bul,
when a baby is growing inside you, you canl
give It the bool so easlly, Insida you, I
feeds off ol everything you leal, do, and
consume. When il's born, you creale Ws
lood In your body and sustain il. This
amazes ma. And | wondet il | naver have &
child can | aver be that close 1o playing God?
Can | ever have thal much power over
another human befng? And do | even wanl
1o, really? As fun as it sounds in the shar
term, A child is lor as long as you or It
lives. That could be the rest ol your life.
Fuck! {..or maybe not.)

Guinean lithe girls lie rocks 1o their
becks 1o simulate babies or even more
disturbingly, they sirap their small school
chalk boards 1o their backs,  Chalk boards
that they should be writing sums and words
on, instead they Ue them 1o their backs lke
a baby. Thal's the question, damn il Do you
havae & sacriflice
prolassional/artistic/personal achlevement
to hawe a child? Can you creale a8
breathitakingly beautiful poglry aon the
chalkboard during ihe day il you have lo
strap it on your back ab right? Whal's
unfortunate. Is that whan you want that child
strapped lo your back 1o become &
chalkboard--il wont. s @ baby on your
back lorever until eventually you swilch
positions and your baby suddenly is
carrying yeu.| Too many girls give up their
school chalkboards altogether lo Yie a real
baby on their back.

But, | digress, Back to me. For the
moment I'm childlass. “But, | love babies
with their rosebud mouths and beautiful

rs and toes, | admire the women
Maunting bellies ‘like watermelons under
helr skirts. With- them | feel like a barren
toad.. like | should just shave my head, grab

Special “Welcane tﬂﬁlmﬁﬁ" ‘ITEIﬁSP@tt e
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a black |1'I'El_lr'll1r'-il'll‘-h"f.'|. a molorcycle, a pack
of chew, a swilchblade, and join the Hell's
Angels., Okay, so | just don’l lesl wvery
womanly by Guinean sia somatimes,
Bul, | keep gelling approached by Guinean

men.
The underlying reasons could ba

scrutinized while drinking many bollles of
Skol. Il just scraich the surface hera.
Maybe...could i be,.VIBA ol AmarkcEn
sex...my huge Peace Corps salary...no, my
mom always ' ssid, —-il's my charming
persanaliyl: Anyway, I'm constantly
bombarded with "lun' lnnuendoes by the

e lenders of the village. "I spend the night

2in your hut tonight, Prepare the bed”
¢ ""Opoh..Jook al these hips!® “Tell yout
. boylriend il he comes, | will beat him up.*
1 *You don'l wanl me o come tonight? A man
"8 a manl* With my slrangeness comes lois
_of attention. 1. that ook the quintessential
fiiile wholegome midwastern gifl next door
who likes poetry. (sorta ke Molly
McBotier In & black turlleneck) am
. -suddenly axolic. Semething T've always
*'wanted-to be since being called cute from
birth until the present. Suddenly I'm exofic
and the random love letters and pictures Ive
bean seni and proposilions and declarations
.ol lova and pleading men has just been
Mowing lowards ‘ma nonstop.. ['s ke I'm
irapped in o shower slall with o video
cameta on me and someane else has eontrol
ol the waler. Tha waler keeps llowing and

flowing -and somalimes H's freezing cold and °
gomelimes iI's boiling hol and somelimes "

i's warm ‘and comlofting, but through it all
thare's thal sirange connaissance thal you
ars being walched naked and wincing or
gcreaming or ¢ooing with pleasure of
cursing and grimacing and Jerking
awhkwa by a- huge group ol random "
peonle. elimes, | want Yo get out of the '
shower, pul on my robe, and walch 80210
slone with a towel furban on my head and a
eup of Bosco. My boylriend has nona of this.
Women ‘call him "Mista® and maybe ask him
“for mayonnaise once in a while. It nol easy
being a lazy, childless, husbandless, lroak. @

o |
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